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WELCOME 
Welcome to our July newsletter.  We are in the 
process of organising our annual John Denver 
tribute weekend in October, and at the same time, 
I am delighted to see that Aspen in October 
preparations are also in progress.  Thanks to 
Facebook and other newsgroups, we are easily 
able make plans for our annual gatherings, no 
matter where you are. 

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 
Our good friend, Harold Simpson, passed away 
last week after a valiant struggle with cancer.  
Harold and Cathy Simpson were indirectly 
involved with the formation of Higher Ground 
Australia in 2001.  Our first gathering was based 
on the ‘campfire’ concept, which had impressed 
Mark and Julie Capper during their visit to Aspen 
in 2000.  Our letter exchange was also organised 
through Harold in those first years.  One of our 
greatest memories of our trip to Aspen in 2007, 
was the involvement of our dear friend Max, who 
spoke about his days with John in Australia and 
was delighted to be a guest of honour at the 
campfire that night.   
Rest in Peace, Harold. You are in really good 
company up there.  I have reprinted the Campfire 
journal entry from ‘The Caring Bridge’ site in this 
newsletter. 

 
BETH EBERT 
Jan’s six-year old 
granddaughter recently 
had extensive surgery on 
her neck.  She is making 
a good recovery, but 
keep her in your thoughts 
as she takes on the many 
challenges she has to 
face in life.  This is one 
little tough, but truly 
inspiring young lady. 

 

TAKE ME HOME 
Bevan Gardiner has started his tour through New 
Zealand and Australia in July, August, and 
September.  The Newcastle/Cessnock members 
saw the show last weekend, and we have had 
great feedback.  Melbourne members have to wait 
until the end of August, and we are really looking 
forward to it.  The full itinerary has been attached 
to this email,  Check it out and buy your tickets!   

BOONAH 2014 
Our annual JD Tribute weekend will be held from 
Friday, 10 – 12 October at the Outlook Training 
and Resource Centre in Boonah, Queensland.  
This is a favourite destination for us, and we are 
looking forward to meeting up with each other 
again. 
NEW PEOPLE ARE NOT ONLY WELCOME, 
BUT THEY BECOME OUR BEST FRIENDS BY 
THE END OF THE WEEKEND! 
DEPOSIT:  The deposit for the weekend is $40.  
This is the food kitty money and is non-
refundable.  Your $40 per person includes all 
meals on Saturday, breakfast and lunch on 
Sunday.  It also includes tea and coffee.  The 
Friday night meal is provided by our Queensland 
people, who will bring along yummy home-cooked 
casseroles to share. 
Payment of the deposit is made by direct debit to: 
Bank: Westpac 
BSB: 733-039 
Acc: 542649 
Name: Mrs Janette Frawley 
Please enter your name and JD into the 
description.  If you pay over the counter of a bank, 
please email me to let me know that it has been 
paid.  I will acknowledge all payments as they 
arrive.  Please email me at hga.vic@gmail.com 
for further information. 
ACCOMMODATION: 
The accommodation is just under $2000, including 
a compulsory booking fee and a cleaning fee.  As 
for past gatherings, the more people attending, 
the cheaper it becomes.  Based on 20 people, it 
will cost approximately $100 per person.  This is 
payable directly to the staff of the Outlook on the 
Friday evening.  We will invite the staff down to 
organise payment then.  Please let me know if 
you would like to attend. 
THEME:  
The theme for this year’s gathering will be 
‘Christmas for Cowboys’.  The Christmas theme 
will extend to the singalong, and a magnificent 
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Christmas dinner, which will be prepared by Vicki.  
Please pull out your reindeer antlers, Christmas T-
Shirts, and practise your 12 Days of Christmas 
with John and the Muppets so you are in full voice 
when you arrive. 
FUNDRAISING: 
We will hold an auction again this year, with 100% 
proceeds being donated to our selected raptor 
rehabilitation facility.  I have had some feedback 
from a number of people who have items to 
donate.  The auction will be smaller than in 
previous years, 
RAFFLE:  
We will be holding a raffle again this year.  It is an 
‘I Spy’ patchwork quilt called ‘Round the World in 
80 Blocks’. The seven continents have been 
represented, and it would be fun to see how many 
countries can be listed.  The raffle books and 
photos of the completed quilt will be sent to you 
soon.  The proceeds of the raffle will cover the 
cost of the plaque for John’s tree and all 
remaining funds after the plaque is paid for will be 
placed directly into our fundraising effort for raptor 
rehabilitation.  
The quilt measures 157 x 120cm, pure cotton, and 
hand quilted.  Tickets will be 1 for $2, 3 for $5, or 
10 for $10. 

 
TREES: 
We will plant three trees this year.  One for John 
and one each in memory 
of Steve Weisberg and 
Harold Simpson.  Vicki 
will ask the Outlook 
owners about suitable 
trees for us to plant.   
 
PLAQUE: 
I recently sent an email 
out to our regular 
attendees in regard to 
replacing the regular 
plaque with a laminated 
tree tag.  The feedback was great, and thanks to 
those who responded.  Maureen has found a 

company who engraves stainless steel plaques, 
which are not only reasonably priced, but can do 
the job nicely.  We have decided to go ahead with 
the stainless steel plaque, and Maureen and 
Carmel and Alistair are organising the wording 
and Alistair will also look at mounting it on a 
paver.  Thanks to you all for jumping onto this.  
We will put a laminated tree tag on Steve and 
Harold’s trees. 
DONATION 2014: 
Through a unanimous decision by all of us, we will 
donate the proceeds of the auction to our good 
friend and raptor specialist, Peggy McDonald from 
the Wingcaribee WIRES.  We have donated to 
Peggy’s facility on two occasions, and last year, 
we were treated to a tour and talk about her work 
with the birds.  Additionally, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, Peggy kindly allowed us to plant 
our trees on her property.  Last year’s donation 
allowed Peggy to participate in an internship at 
the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital.  The knowledge 
brought back to Australia from this experience is 
invaluable to the continuing work that Peggy 
carries out each and every day.  Her report from 
her time in Abu Dhabi follows:   
PEACE CLOTH 
Last year, The Basin Preschool won the 
‘Sunshine on My Shoulders’ book prize.  In return, 
Hayley Comber’s students drew their favourite 
part of the book and these wonderful drawings 
were presented to us.  With Hayley’s permission, 
we have reproduced the drawings on printable 
fabric, and the eleven images are now in Jan’s 
capable hands as she works her magic on them 
as part of the Children’s Peace Cloth. 

 
ABU DHABI FALCON HOSPITAL 
INTERNSHIP 
(Peggy McDonald) 
Since its inception in 1999 the Abu Dhabi Falcon 
Hospital has emerged as the leading institution for 
falcon medicine and research and is the largest 
falcon hospital in the world. Committed to the 
highest standards and quality of treatment of 
falcons and other raptors, the Abu Dhabi Falcon 
Hospital’s dedication is reflected in its internship 
programs.   
The Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital’s knowledge and 
latest advances in avian medicine and surgery are 
invaluable for wild bird rehabilitation. Their 
veterinary care and treatments, housing and 
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feeding regimes can be directly related to the 
treatment of our wild raptors. Of particular 
importance is wound and fracture surgery and 
care, disease treatments, feather repair, length of 
time in hospital care and of course the all-
important pre-release fitness of birds. Whilst the 
hospital has large wild bird case load, many of the 
birds that are treated are owned by Emirates. 
These birds are cared for with the upmost respect 
and are even considered family members. This 
human interaction between bird and handler 
enables close monitoring of the birds long term 
progress and abilities after an injury, especially 
during free flying expeditions. This is impossible 
with wild birds after their release, so the ongoing 
knowledge acquired by the Falcon Hospital and 
their successful treatments cannot be 
underestimated or indeed undervalued.  
The ADFH training program incorporates intensive 
hands on experience at the hospital working in all 
areas of avian care and treatment including 
diagnosis, anaesthesia, clinical sampling, 
administering IV fluids, parasitology, diseases, 
imping, wound and fracture treatment and care, 
feeding and housing. As well as long days 
working in the hospital alongside avian 
veterinarians and vet technicians, the trainees 
attend lectures and must complete assignments 
after hours. An extensive examination is held at 
the end of each internship program in order for the 
trainee to gain the documentation recognised in 
universities around the world. 
The Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital utilises large 
circular flight aviaries, instead of the more 
traditional rectangular aviaries. These circular 
aviaries are built with a central pavilion to 
encourage prolonged flight as the raptors cannot 
see an end point and continue to fly in laps. In this 
way, the birds full physical fitness is achieved 
after an injury. During my first trip to the hospital I 
was so impressed with this innovative idea that I 
changed my plans for building a large standard 
flight aviary. Thus put in nearly two years of 
planning, working closely with builder friend Ross 
to design a circular flight aviary that would survive 
the harsh winters in the Southern Highlands. Now, 
in 2014, the aviary is operational, with just a few 
more fundraisers to go to get it to completion. It is 
100 meters in circumference and already 15 
raptors from across NSW have been given the 
opportunity to get back to full health and fitness 
within its confines, including Peregrine Falcons, 
Wedge-tailed Eagles and Sea Eagles.  
Higher Ground is to be commended for their 
interest and involvement in this project, and I am 
truly grateful for the encouragement and financial 
support that has been provided. 
While at the hospital this year, I had the privilege 
of working with the Sheik Zayed Falcon Release 
program, established in 1995 to increase wild 
falcon populations. One hundred and fifty pure 

bred Peregrine and Saker falcons were cared for 
rehabilitated at the hospital over the past 12 
month period. Some of these were injured wild 
birds and some were confiscated after being 
trapped overseas and illegally brought into the 
UAE where this practice is outlawed. 
The Falcon Release Program is representative of 
Abu Dhabi’s holistic approach to conservation. 
Working in conjunction with Kazakhstan and with 
local populations is a vital element in the 
international efforts needed to conserve species 
which migrate across many countries.  University 
students from Kazakhstan are part of the training 
program supported by Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital. 
Mr Al Bowardi, Managing Director of AD 
Executive Council and Environment Agency said, 
“Falconers visit universities and school students 
appear on Kazahk TV stations. By spreading the 
conservation message and getting local people to 
help the local government we have a better 
chance of protecting these falcons.” 
When a wild bird is first presented to the hospital, 
full health checks are conducted including blood 
and DNA analysis, xray, endoscope, micro 
chipping and banding. The birds are treated 
where necessary and brought back to full health 
and fitness. Before the next stage of their journey 
back to the wild, further health checks are done 
along with imping and coping; weights and 
measurements of wings, flight feathers, tail, tarsus 
and toes are carefully recorded along with micro 
chip and leg band details. These health checks 
are vitally important so the birds do not introduce 
any diseases into the wild. The birds are 
transported to an intensive exercise facility for a 
period of four weeks to ensure their fitness and 
general health, and then flown to their original 
habitat of Kazakhstan for further preparation and 
subsequent release in time for their migration. 
Kazakhstan is part of their natural range which 
extends through Russia, China and Mongolia. A 
number of falcons are fitted with satellite 
transmitters to monitor their flight paths and 

provide data about survival rates.  
Thanks to Higher Ground the advanced 
treatments and care practices learned at the Abu 
Dhabi Falcon Hospital will now directly help the 
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survival rate of Australian native birds and raptors. 
Whilst there is much more to be learnt, the 
knowledge now gained will be passed on to other 
carers and veterinarians, and is invaluable. 
(sources: ADFH website 
http://www.falconhospital.com, Abu Dhabi 
Environment Agency) 
Last year, we were delighted to have been 
invited to Peggy’s home and to see first-hand 
the results of her hard work and previous 
knowledge gleaned from the Middle East.  The 
circular aviary was housing two wedge-tail 
eagles and it was wonderful for us to see how 
this concept works so much better than the 
regulation rectangular ones.  Thanks for the 
update, Peggy.  Just quietly, when watching 
the movie ‘Healing’ recently, I was very critical 
about the shape of the aviaries…… if only they 
had consulted with Peggy when making the 
movie! 

 
INAUGURAL JOHN DENVER MUSIC 
FESTIVAL – ASPEN 2014 
http://www.wheeleroperahouse.com/events/detail/i
naugural-john-denver-music-festival  
The music of John Denver will be celebrated all 
day on Thursday, October 9, 2014 in the inaugural 
John Denver Music Festival at the Wheeler Opera 
House in Aspen, Colorado. 
Tribute artists from all over the world will perform 
for the first time on stage at this historic venue. 
More than 15 artists will take the stage throughout 
the day, from 12-3 p.m. and 4-7 p.m. during the 
annual John Denver Tribute Week that takes 
place in Aspen every October. 
The festival is FREE and open to all attendees of 
the tribute week. 
No passes are needed to attend. Reserve seating 
is available only to those who made a pledge of 
$100.00 or more. 

 

Thanks to Willy Hoevers for his hard work and for 
keeping me up to date on this information.  As you 
can imagine, it is a daunting task to organise 
performers from over the globe to come together 
for this tribute.   

Wetlands stormwater filtration project 
near Aspen park nears completion 
July 15, 2014 Andre Salvail – The Aspen Times 
Aspen city officials say the new wetlands area at 
the John Denver Sanctuary just north of Rio 
Grande Park is doing what it’s designed to do: 
filter stormwater runoff from the downtown area 
before it flows back into the Roaring Fork River, 
and lure locals and visitors to the beauty of the 
man-made wetlands system.  
The project, which has been separated into 
sections over the past few years, is headed for an 
August completion. Sometime next month, 
volunteers will be asked to plant vegetation in and 
around a newly constructed pond on the western 
side of the wetlands system. That pond, a 30-
second walk from North Mill Street, currently is 
under construction, as is the stream bed that runs 
parallel to North Mill Street, which will feed 
stormwater to the pond.  
The western section of the project that’s currently 
under construction is designed to collect water 
from the central part of the city’s core, filter the 
sediment and deposit it back into the river. The 
eastern section of the project, completed in the 
summer of 2012, is already functioning. It filters 
stormwater from the eastern side of the city’s 
core. 
Taken as a whole, the project will end up with a 
cost of around $2.5 million — far less than the $5 
million-plus estimate when it was envisioned 
nearly a decade ago, according to Scott Chism, a 
project manager with the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department. The city utilized in-house 
labor and took in partners, including Theatre 
Aspen and the county’s Healthy Rivers and 
Streams fund, to save money. 
The $2.5 million price includes the completed 
eastern portion of the wetlands; the new bathroom 
facility near the park; the pump station that 
garners gray water to irrigate the Rio Grande 
playing field, the John Denver Song Garden and 
other grassy areas of the sanctuary; the 
underground vaults that filter solid materials from 
the stormwater and move it into the series of 
streams and ponds that make up the wetlands 
area, which provide enhanced filtration; pathways 
that wind around the entire sanctuary; utility-line 
relocations and replacements; and other costs. 
Tricia Aragon, who heads the city’s Engineering 
Department, said the difference between the 
water that is transported to the eastern section of 
the wetlands area and what ends up in the river is 
like night and day, courtesy of the natural filtration 
system. 
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“When it’s really dirty (at the top end), you can 
definitely tell the difference (at the bottom end),” 
Aragon said of the eastern-side wetlands. “It goes 
from chocolate milk to almost clear spring water. 
We’re removing about 90 percent of the total 
suspended solids that’s coming into the 
sanctuary.” 
Prior to the wetlands project, stormwater flowed 
through drainage systems downward from the city 
and into the river with no filtration, a practice 
deemed environmentally unsound. 
Chism provided a private tour Monday of the 
finished areas and the section of the stormwater-
wetlands project that has yet to be completed. 
Since the eastern section of the wetlands was 
completed in 2012, a few finishing touches have 
been added, including new bridges, picnic tables 
at overlooks and boulders that feature quotes 
from renowned environmentalists, poets and 
thinkers, including Rachel Carson, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Albert Einstein. 
A finished pond on the west side of the bridge 
nearest the Theatre Aspen tent includes a “Kids 
Play” area with a small beach. An overlook and 
grass roof mask the pump station on the west side 
of the theater facility.  
Chism pointed out that the parks and engineering 
departments worked hand in hand “to make the 
area feel like a park,” as opposed to building what 
engineers call “a stormwater facility.” 
He added that the area also is intended to serve 
as a quiet zone for people seeking a change of 
pace from the numerous activities and crowds in 
the downtown area. 
On Monday, several adults and children wandered 
through the paths in finished portions of the 
wetlands area as well as the John Denver Song 
Garden, taking photographs, reading quotes and 
admiring the native plant rushes, wildflowers and 
riparian trees and shrubs planted over the past 
two years. 
andre@aspentimes.com  
JOHN DENVER PEACE POLE 
RELOCATED TO NEW HOME NEAR 
ASPEN 
June 10, 2014 – Aspen Times – Scott Condon 

Another part of John 
Denver’s Windstar legacy 
has been reborn at a new 
home. 
A peace pole that was 
presented to Denver in the 
late 1980s and erected at 
Denver’s Windstar 
Foundation property in Old 

Snowmass was relocated Monday evening to the 
home of the nonprofit organization Aspen 
T.R.E.E. 
The peace pole was given to the musician and 
peace advocate by an organization striving for 
world peace. Windstar Foundation was disbanded 

last year and the property was sold. The John 
Denver Aspen Glow Fund was created to 
administer the assets, which included more than 
$4 million from the sale of the land. 
Part of Denver’s legacy was given a new home 
last fall when Aspen Glow Fund gave a larger-
than-life bronze statue of Denver called “Spirit” to 
the Colorado Music Hall of Fame. “Spirit” will be 
erected outside of the famed Red Rocks 
amphitheater this year when the Music Hall of 
Fame relocates there. 
Karmen Dopslaff, a former member of Windstar’s 
board of directors and a member of the committee 
supervising the Aspen Glow Fund, said Aspen 
T.R.E.E. was chosen last year to receive the 
peace pole. The organization stands for many of 
the same principles that Denver supported, she 
said. 
“They’re like a tiny Windstar,” Dopslaff said. “They 
do carry out the vision of Windstar.” 
The organization’s acronym stands for Together 
Regenerating the Environment through Education. 
The organization promotes sustainable agriculture 
and uses education to connect people to place. 
Aspen T.R.E.E. has a greenhouse, chicken coop, 
gardens and education center at Cozy Point 
Ranch. The peace pole will be relocated to a 
prime position in the garden, Program Director 
Paul Huttenhower said. 
He noted that the organization has modeled some 
of its efforts after Windstar Foundation’s 
examples. “Our (youth) camp is even named after 
the Earthkeepers’ camp in memory of John 
Denver,” Huttenhower said. 
Dopslaff and Huttenhower have consulted with 
John Hunt, an Englishman who helped present 
the peace pole to Denver in the 1980s. They 
learned that the organization he works with placed 
peace poles around the world. The idea is to 
“increase the vibration of peace on a world scale,” 
Huttenhower said. Aspen T.R.E.E. will be honored 
to help that mission, he said. 
A short ceremony was held Monday night while 
transferring the peace pole from Windstar to Cozy 
Point. Aspen T.R.E.E. supporters were invited to 
sing along with three John Denver songs focused 
on peace, then dedicate the pole at its new home. 
A second ceremony featuring a Ute blessing will 
be held tonight. Huttenhower said it was important 
to Aspen T.R.E.E. supporters to reach out to the 
Ute tribe. “If you’re going to talk about peace, 
you’ve got to talk about the people who were the 
first ones on the land,” he said. 
Tonight’s ceremony will include the lighting of a 
fire to “release any ancestral wounds surrounding 
land abuse, dislocation, colonization and any 
other her or his story around land pain,” Aspen 
T.R.E.E.’s invitation said. 
Roland McCook, a Ute Indian from the Montrose 
area, agreed to help lead the ceremony. His only 
condition was that Ute words that loosely translate 
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to “Peace to all People,” be added to the peace 
pole. 
The pole already featured peace messages in 
English, French, Japanese and Russian. 
Huttenhower added the phrase in the Ute 
language. 
scondon@aspentimes.com 

John Denver peace pole gets Ute blessing 
at Aspen nonprofit’s headquarters. 
Aspen Times 11 June, 2014, Scott Condon 
Dressed in a finely decorated light-green vest, 
colorful moccasins and robes, Roland McCook, of 
the Northern Ute-Uncompahgre Native American 
tribe, held a bundle of smoldering white sage 
Tuesday evening and fanned the smoke with a 
large eagle wing toward a peace pole at Cozy 
Point Ranch outside Aspen. 
McCook already had gone around to 25 observers 
standing in a circle and smudged the smoke onto 
them in a ceremony designed to bring them closer 
to one another as well as to the spirits. 
“I asked the Creator to come, to come to us and 
recognize the prayers that are in this pole,” 
McCook said. 
McCook, who lives in Montrose, was asked to 
bless the peace pole at a dedication held by the 
nonprofit Aspen T.R.E.E. The peace pole was 
presented to John Denver in the mid-1980s and 
was embedded at the property of his Windstar 
Foundation for more than a quarter of a century. 
The musician and peace advocate’s foundation 
was shut down, but his spirit lives on over 16 
years after his death. A group that is handling the 
assets of the Windstar Foundation gave the peace 
pole to Aspen T.R.E.E. 
Aspen T.R.E.E. Director Eden Vardy and Program 
Director Paul Huttenhower said it was important to 
them to include a Ute blessing as part of the 
planting of the pole at the organization’s 
headquarters at Cozy Point Ranch. The 
organization’s mission is to promote sustainable 
agriculture and use education to create a closer 
connection between people and the land. 
That mission dovetailed with McCook’s 
observations and prayers. He said he looks 
around at the beautiful environment of the Roaring 
Fork Valley and realizes “our people were here,” 
though not for a long time. We must all realize 
we’re just stewards of the land, and that the earth 
will be here long after we’re gone, he said. 
The pole fits in with that concept, McCook said, 
because it’s not an altar or something we should 
pay homage to. It’s a symbol that holds believers’ 
prayers for peace among people and peace with 
the earth and its creatures. 
The pole has messages of peace written in 
English, French, Japanese and Russian. Prior to 
Tuesday’s dedication, peaceful phrases in the Ute 
language were added. 

McCook asked the participants to contemplate 
silently about a family member in need while he 
quietly sang a prayer in Ute. 
He ended the ceremony by saying, “Creator, 
spread your wings and let us walk away from here 
in a good way.” 
The audience was rapt throughout the ceremony 
even during those odd Aspen moments when 
private jets flew low toward landing at the airport 
during the Native American blessing.  
Huttenhower thanked McCook for the blessing but 
noted, “I am a steward of this land without 
permission.” He said it doesn’t feel right to try to 
look after a piece of ground of the valley, however 
small, without the blessing of the Utes, who were 
driven out of the valley when silver was 
discovered in 1879. Huttenhower said he has “a 
pain in my heart” for the way land is treated all 
over the world. 
Building off those sentiments, Vardy offered an 
apology to McCook’s ancestors for any harm his 
ancestors might have created. 
McCook didn’t react to either appeal directly. 
Instead he suggested the absolution the men 
were seeking would be there “as long as it comes 
from here” while touching his heart. 
After the ceremony, McCook told a reporter that 
whites shouldn’t necessarily feel responsible for 
apologizing to the Utes for driving them out of an 
area generations ago. But he also avoided 
criticizing anyone for seeking that inner peace. 
“Your prayers should be that you want to make 
things better,” McCook said. 
scondon@aspentimes.com 

John Denver fund gifts $250,000 to Aspen 
Community School 
April 22 The Aspen Times 
The Aspen Community School, currently in its 
final phase of fundraising for a new campus, 
moved closer to its capital campaign goal with a 
two-part gift of $250,000 from the John Denver 
Aspenglow Fund. The donation was made in the 
memory of Aspen’s adopted son, singer-
songwriter John Denver, and will provide vital 
funding for the school’s new music learning 
center, which will be named the “John Denver 
Music and Performing Arts Hall.” 
“The Aspenglow Fund represents the spirit of 
John Denver and this valley, and their 
commitment to our school and music program 
recognizes the vital importance of the performing 
arts in public education,” said Skye Skinner, 
executive director of the Aspen Community 
School. “We are honored to receive this gift, which 
elevates our campaign beyond our immediate 
school community and will, we hope, inspire 
others to get involved.” 
The donation comes after the school, on May, 1, 
2013, succeeded in meeting a $4.2 million state 
challenge grant for new facilities, known as BEST 
funding which, along with $4.9 million in 
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community giving, brought the campaign total up 
to $9.1 million. The school, which had just eight 
months to meet the challenge, raised the highest 
match in BEST history without a bond or 
financing. 
The gift kicks off Phase II of the Aspen 
Community School’s “I Believe” campaign to raise 
a final $4 million that will cover aspects of the 
campus construction that are ineligible for state 
funding. 
The Phase II funding will allow for the full 
realization of the campus, including elements 
such as a music and performing arts hall, a 
pedestrian-centric campus, green spaces for 
playing fields, outdoor classrooms, sledding hill 
and school commons and four employee housing 
units 
http://www.aspentimes.com/news/11139089-
113/community-aspen-denver-john  

JIM CURRY CRUISE – PANAMA CANAL 
Jim and Anne have been invited to bring a John 
Denver fan group on a very special cruise and 
time is running out.  
This very special cruise just happens to be the 
final, farewell cruise for the Chad Mitchell Trio. 
The amazing CMT was a driving force of folk 
music and political awareness in the 60's - and 
was the professional starting point for John 
Denver. 
It's the perfect blend of folk music, the music of 
our history and nostalgia.  There will be private 
concerts of both Chad Mitchell Trio music and 
John Denver music for everyone in our group, and 
ONLY for our group.   Plenty of songs and 
laughter for everyone!   
Our cruise will take us from Ft. Lauderdale on an 
elegant Holland America Vista Cruise ship.  We 
will travel to the Panama Canal, passing through 
the first set of locks - then a cruise around the 
man made Gatun Lake (created for the canal).  
Then we will proceed back out of the first set of 
locks, back into the  turquoise Caribbean Sea.  
Stops along the way include Holland America's 
private island in the Bahamas (Half Moon Cay); 
Oranjestad, Aruba; Willemstad, Curacao and 
Puerto Limon, Costa Rica. 
This cruise is filling up fast so be sure to reserve 
your cabin and join us for a fun and exciting 
cruise.  An $800.00 deposit is all it takes to hold 
your space!   
P.S. The Panama Canal is an excellent teaching 
opportunity for children and grandchildren - and 
Holland America has "Club Hal" for the kids, so 
bring them along too!! 
http://www.travelingtroubadour.com/CMT-
Curry_2015_PanamaCanal.htm   

JIM CURRY & BAND 
Jim and Anne Curry are continuing their touring 
throughout America.  Please check this website 
for the concert listing for 2014. 
http://www.jimcurrymusic.com/future-concerts/  

BRAD FITCH 
For those people who will be around Estes Park, 
Colorado (and I wish I was) on August 30, Brad 
Fitch will be performing his 11

th
 Annual John 

Denver Tribute. 
More details are on his website, along with a full 
list of his performances.  
http://www.cowboybrad.com/  
I have heard some of his songs, and he is 
good….. 

JOHN ADAMS 
John Adams and his band will be performing with 
John Fielder again on October 25, 2014 at 7pm at 
the Buell Theatre (Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts) 950 13

th
 Street, Denver.  Click 

this link for tickets: 
http://www.ticketmaster.com/event/1E004CB1D67
E8C63  

FROM THE ABC 
Scientist tracks eagles soaring to incredible 
heights 
By Alex Hyman  
A young West Australian biologist is tracking 
wedge-tailed eagles to discover more about their 
range and flying habits. 
Simon Cherriman is passionate about Australian 
wildlife, and his research focuses on the iconic 
wedge-tailed eagle. 
He has been studying the huge birds of prey for a 
number of years, but over the past twelve months 
he started a project that fulfilled a boyhood dream: 
tracking wedge-tailed eagles. 
"I always wanted to know where eagles went 
when I wasn't watching them," he explains. 
"Often you'd see them soar up and disappear out 
of sight, or just disappear over the trees. 
"I dreamed back then as a kid of having a way of 
tracking them one day; fortunately there is a way 
to do it now." 
Simon has attached small, solar-powered 
transmitters that link to a network of satellites and 
he can then monitor the range and altitude of the 
birds.  
Wallu, Gidjee and Kuyurnpa are the three birds 
tracked so far, and they've produced some 
exciting results. 
The youngest bird, Kuyurnpa, has undertaken an 
enormous journey since the transmitter was 
attached. 
"She's travelled more than 8,000 kilometres since 
the 9th of March," says Simon. 
"She's flown from smack-bang in the middle of 
Western Australia right up almost to Broome, 
through the great Sandy Desert. She flew right 
along to Port Hedland and Karratha." 
Since then, Kuyurnpa has flown south through 
Kalgoorlie and over South Australia, briefly 
through the Great Victoria Desert, and is now 
headed back to the west.  
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As Simon explains, it isn't just the range of the 
birds that is remarkable - it's the incredible altitude 
that they can reach.  
"We've recorded them to six and a half thousand 
metres which is an incredible altitude to be flying 
to if you're an eagle," explains Simon. 
Simon says the birds probably make use of 
thermal currents to achieve the high altitude, and 
soar to such a height to orientate themselves to 
the broader landscape. 
He says a lot of preparation work was performed 
to make sure the birds were comfortable with the 
temporary transmitter backpacks. 
"We did a lot of trials on birds in captivity to make 
sure the backpacks were going to fit them okay, 
that [the birds] were going to respond to them 
okay and obviously that they weren't going to 
harm them in any way." 
Simon Cherriman says he will continue the 
tracking program while the birds continue to roam 
and provide new and interesting information.  
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/07/16/40
47452.htm  
CAMPFIRE STORIES 
By Aileen Blomgren — Jul 4, 2014 5:23pm 
I thought I'd tell you a story about what it takes to 
put on those campfires in Aspen.  Cathy and I had 
fun reminiscing about them today!  Boy, there was 
lot going on behind the scenes to make them 
happen.  The first campfire was small.  I didn't 
even get there until midnight, and it didn't break 
up until after 3 am!  I think we believed we didn't 
need to sleep much back then. There were only 
about 20 or 30 of us around that campfire, so 
everyone had a front row seat.  The one scary 
thing was that we had to cross a bridge over the 
creek in the dark to get from the parking lot to the 
campfire...and it was PITCH BLACK!  Harold was 
always pretty concerned about people getting 
hurt, so after the first year we stayed on the other 
side, near the parking lot, and he often brought a 
lot of flashlights in case people didn't have their 
own.  Did you ever wonder where that first 
campfire was?  When you are at the East Portal 
campsite (correct me if I'm wrong on that name), 
cross the bridge over the creek and then walk a 
bit down the path on your left and you'll see the 
site of the original campfire.  It's smaller than 
you'd expect!  Somehow, in the dark the sites 
always look bigger. 
Harold and Cathy had lots to think about when 
they planned a campfire.  There were permits to 
get...and, naturally, over the years Harold made 
friends with the local Rangers. There were things 
to think about even before Harold and Cathy left 
Illinois...WAY before.  For instance, Harold started 
bringing Kermit to the campfire and Kermit grew in 
size over the years. Harold would worry and worry 
about how he would display Kermit...how would 
he prop giant Kermit up so that he could point the 
way to the campfire?  Sometimes that meant 

bringing lots of PVC pipe along, or an extra chair. 
 Kermit took up quite a bit of space in the van, too. 
 But I loved having Kermit stay with us in the 
condo!  He would watch out the window for us 
when we left, and he was the first thing we saw 
walking up to the condo when we came home--
well, except when there were bears blocking our 
way in. They got preference. 
Harold would make long lists of things to bring 
with him from Illinois...like hot dogs and paper 
cups, plates and napkins (which were cheaper in 
Illinois than they were in Aspen, as we all know). 
 He and Cathy would wait to buy chips and hot 
dog buns in Aspen so they wouldn't get crushed 
on the drive from Illinois.  Then there was the 
wood.  Originally they just bought bundles at the 
grocery store (!) or brought it from home, but soon 
the campfire became too large and most of the 
time after that they had to arrange to get it in 
Aspen.  I remember the morning of one campfire, 
a truck with a trailer pulled up to the condo.  They 
had a big order of wood for Harold, and we all 
went outside to help load it into his van.  Or, 
um...those of us who weren't on crutches did (yes, 
it was me on them again that year). There was a 
LOT of wood so it took awhile!  They had to 
arrange it perfectly in the van, too, so that all the 
other campfire items (food, blankets, Kermit) 
would fit.  Since they'd been fairly late with the 
delivery, Harold had been sweating it.  It was a bit 
scary until that truck showed up.  He finally 
breathed a little easier, knowing that he had wood 
for sure.   But truthfully, he never totally breathed 
easy until the campfire was actually over and 
everyone was safely home.  It wasn't until that 
moment that Harold could really enjoy Aspen, 
simply because there was too much to do before 
then. 
Harold and Cathy started providing hay bales 
around the campfire, too...first, one ring and then 
two or three.  Many times, the hay was purchased 
from the T-Lazy 7 Ranch and delivered to the 
campsite.  After the campfire, they would pick up 
the bales and buy them back at half price, but 
they couldn't be wet or they wouldn't take them 
back at all.  So, that meant Harold added blankets 
to his list of things he needed for the campfire, 
and that's why you may have seen him worrying 
any time it snowed after the hay bales were 
delivered.  I think he even covered some bales in 
plastic garbage bags a time or two.  A few times 
they bought the hay from some local monks, who 
also delivered it to Windstar...but left it a long way 
from the campfire site.  Each one of those bales 
then had to be hand-carried down to the site. 
 Huff.  Puff. 
Harold also arranged to have musicians there so 
you'd all have music and could sing along.  Mark 
Cormican and Harold used to have a signal to 
start "Rocky Mountain High" at the beginning. 
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 Harold often arranged skits for entertainment, 
too! They were elaborate, and tons of fun! 
Harold was always worried about the weather, 
too, and whether or not it was safe enough to hold 
the campfire. We watched the weather a lot. He 
didn't want anyone getting hurt driving to the 
campfire, or leaving it.  He only cancelled it once, 
at Windstar, when there was a lot of snow and ice. 
 There were several of us who talked him into 
doing that, since even the airport had shut down 
for awhile. But gosh, he was SO disappointed--
because he knew you all would be-- even though 
he knew that was the only safe choice.   
Harold didn't want anyone hurt while they were at 
the campfire site itself, either. I remember one 
year at Windstar they marked every gopher hole 
with big long sticks or wands so you all wouldn't 
step in one and turn your ankle in the dark.  He'd 
also provide luminaries to light the path from the 
parking lot to the campfire, or to the restrooms. 
 He was constantly checking things, making sure 
it was as safe as he could reasonably make it. 
One thing you probably didn't know was that the 
original permits were for a maximum of 50 people, 
which was why the campfire was never advertised 
at first.  It was just by word of mouth.  After the 
attendance got larger, we still had a reputation of 
leaving the original East Portal campfire site in 
better condition than we found it, though.  That's 
something to be proud of.  And, people started 
carpooling so there weren't as many cars parked 
on the road.  That was a big help, too, although 
parking remained an issue--and one more thing 
Harold worried about. 
You also probably didn't know that Harold 
constantly worried about those of you who 
couldn't get close enough to the campfire to stay 
warm.  The only way to solve that would have 
been to limit attendance to about 40 people.  But, 
he knew how much the campfire meant to so 
many of you--a favorite "Aspen Memory" for sure! 
Many times he'd say to me how he just couldn't 
bear to tell so many people they couldn't come if 
he limited attendance.  Believe me, if there was a 
way to get personal heaters to all of you, I think he 

would have done that.  I'm not kidding.  He cared 
so much about all of you!   
The campfire was all about memories.  And that 
was one reason Harold had the 5th anniversary 
campfire pin made.  It was one crafted with lots of 
thought, and the wish that even those who 
couldn't come to Aspen would be able to get one 
and share in the experience.  Hundreds of you 
did!  (And no...I'm really sorry but there aren't any 
left. That was years and years ago!) 
So...that's a little bit about "behind the scenes" of 
the campfires.  A lot of work. A lot of planning. 
 Paying for things simply so you wouldn't have to. 
 And always...from Harold and Cathy to you...with 
lots and lots of love. 

 
(Photo by Rory Young) 

FaceBook 
A new concept has been introduced to Facebook 
recently.  It is a JD fan magazine.  Please join in the 
fun and read the regular posts. 

https://www.facebook.com/faroutjd  

 

Some material included in this newsletter has been derived 
from the public domain, such as the internet and printed 
media.  Articles and reviews are the opinion of the individual 
writer and as long as the content is of a reasonable nature and 
it is appropriate, it will be included.  Organisations mentioned 
or featured in this newsletter are included to educate and 
inform people of their role and purpose. HGA does not profit 
from including the names of any organisation in this 
newsletter.   
This newsletter is only emailed to those people who have 
individually contacted HGA and expressed a wish to receive it.  
Please do not hesitate to let me know if you no longer wish to 
receive the HGA newsletter.
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High FHigh FHigh FHigh Flightlightlightlight 
 

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 
And danced the sky on laughter silvered wings 

Sunward I’ve climbed and joined the tumbling mirth 
Of sun-split clouds and done a hundred things 

I’ve wheeled and soared and swung high in the sunlit silence 
Hovering there I’ve chased the shouting winds aloft 
And flung my eager craft through footless halls of air 

 
The higher we fly, the farther we go 
The closer we are to each other 

The darker the night, the brighter the star 
In peace go my sisters and brothers 

 
Up, up, the long delirious burning blue 

I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace 
Where never lark nor even eagle flew 
And while with silent lifting mind I trod 
The high untresspassed sanctity of space 

Put out my hand and touched the face of God 
 

The higher we fly, the farther we go 
The closer we are to each other 

The darker the night, the brighter the star 
In peace go my sisters and brothers 

 
Words by Gillespie Magee Jr., John Denver and Joe Henry 

Music by Lee Holdridge 
Adopted from the Poem by John Gillespie Magee Jr. 

    


